r 


— 8 ws 
Ph a TO... Nen ; N 
* . . 2 A 8 : * * > wy * % 5 . oo | 
4 A by LY * ” * , : 2 , ® 15 , , 


. 
. 
725 15 
85 Far 
* 
"$5; rer an, and Roman 


e . 


ee X | 
'the 1 
Jens of ee „ 


N p . * * 8 ; ; - 77 
1 * * 15 M — OF, R K 


> Y y N 7 * * 
.*. — + *. L 


2 4 * "a4 


FY 


* * : TVET wy, — 


Aumiranda canunt ſed non credenda— — : 
* | * Cato. Diſtich, 91 5 


m pp , 
6 
_ . ; 
4 + 
5 5 & 7 
- 
x ' 4} 
. ; 


x 
* i 
1 4 4 
5 y * 
„en | b FA 6% vx 
. * by 1 a 5 4 ; — 19 5 *% x * [1 ot z - F445 
K 18 4 } 5 . 1 425 * ＋ 
8, = Yah. 7 "Mo ADS a 1% 1 $083 
* W * - oy e 
* 1 Nr 0 be y p 
i A 9 4 x 1 1 5 7 1 ; 
Yin * 4 E * 20 2 5 , of dy 
5 * Vi . ; 75 
0 * * > 1 AY” - 4 * 
| Hint by T. G for W. BT IN „ 
* ' 


at Lord Bacor's Head without Tem ak, e 


8 mo, ag at Shop at Eton College. N 5 
9 Men . : IF 19 41, 


{ 4 + p : , 4 F * 5 ; 2 Fe 5 


} 
3 ” N * » * = - 45 doe, % 
? 7 4 1 * 4 1 
: 3 1 . . wo 
F £4 N 
: dy 
4 fat 4 . "i * 2 V3 N 
=. * N 1 
1 $ 5{ #38, 
+ | 4 a 2 Sv 1 0 
Is * OF 4 gy . 
5 We WOE „ang, , 9 
Y &, * K 2 1 8 s $ 
A 1 1 — s 


* n „ - 4 r . 
2 — 


x ITE TRY * 1 pn ys $ ks OOTY l 


— — A „ G . EE. TRI , ; © . 
5 * F * 404 Wet 1 1 " mx * » Py 1 , Fe e Wenn. y. N. e 
; i g eee ao ths 
V * * : ** 


Lad n „ ov 
1 A 


239 
* * 
o by * _— '& 1 # : 
4 * , * 
- 
: \ 4 th : 
* e 4 1 
4, | [4 © „ 0 a 
, * 
a 3 y - 
4 
* 
. 
* 
* . * * 
\ * 
5 5 « 
K 7 
* 
» * g 
- * 
5 * 1 1 
. 
* 4 % 4 
* 


—— — 


_— 


— — — — ——!——— — ——ñę k — 
* 
.* 


1 


— 


» 


——_— — — —— — — 
. 


— —— —— — 
* 
* 
. 


; . bk” ST 
6x. 75 


„ p * ' x „ 
* by 2 f * — * 14 * « L 141 Tir - 
= A * - | - — 1 1 un 1 * bs | SeottbR Kink COIN . 4% ks 14 1 .in * Iv TY 08. 4 N N . pu” 


—— — 


, . 
1 ECTS - 


1 


A CRITICAL | 


DI J SERTATION 


: * ON THE | 


\ * 
724 
N . . a” 

3 

17 36 

” 18 
1 

* 1 I 
” . +: * 
- A 3 

i 
7 % 


* 
* 
— — — ure rote ů —ů — 
— 
4 EE nas x 


>; 7 IH E uninterrupted Courſe of 
5 BY Friendſhip always ſub- 
| G7) — öde between us, join'd to the 
| L —4 good Opinion you are pleaſed RE 
to entertain of me, puts it out of my _ ti 
4 Power to diſobey your Commands ; And = | 
I think II can't give you a ſtronger Proof 
of that Influence you have over me, than 
„in complying to give you my Sentiments 
on the Mandrake of the Antients. But in 
the mean time I can't help accuſing you 
of an OP Piece of Severity, in im. 


A 2 | bn 
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zofing upon me a Task ſo unequal to my 
kn Sitaation, in which I can — — 
have Acceſs to Books, nor indeed enjoy 
that uninterrupted Freedom of Thought 
which the Intricacy of the Subject ſeems . 
to require. However, as all Conſiderati- 
ons ought to give Place to that of Friend- 
ſhip, I ſhall endeavour to ſatisfy your Re- 
jueſt : and if the Method in which I treat 
e Subject will afford you the leaſt Sa- 
tisfaction, I ſhall think my time very hap- 
| pily employ'd. i; 
| The moſt antient Book now in the | | 
| World is that of the Old Tefament, pre- 
ſerved by a particular Providence through 
a Series of Accidents by which Millions 
have periſhed ; and I believe it is owing 
to ſome whimſical Notions 'about the 
Mandrakes of Reuben mention'd Gen. xxx. 
that ſo many abſurd and ridiculous O- 
pinions have been advanced at different 
times relating to this Plant, But as that 
Hiſtory has given no Foundation. upon 
which they could poſſibly build ſuch wild f 
Conjectures, it would be unreaſonable as 
well as unjuſt to ſuſpect the Veracity of 
it. —— Mes, the moſt excellent of all 
Hiſtorians, -relates this Hiſtory with a: 
. Candor, fo agreeable to that native Pu- 
rity which adorns his Writings, that it. is 
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impoſſible to conceive that he had the 
leaſt Deſign of impoſing upon Poſterity. 
—— If a Cheat or Impoſition of this kind 
had once got footing in the World, we 
ſhould have met with heavy Accuſations 
againſt him in all the Writings of Anti- 
quity ; but the contrary is evident, as they 
all mention him, as a Writer of great 
Eminence and Veracity, a moſt famous 
Lawgiver, and an excellent Man. + © 
If we conſider how little we know o 
the Antiquities of thoſe Nations, who 
| flouriſhed neareſt the Times in which 
Moſes wrote, it will appear no great Won- 
that we are now perfectly ignorant of 
the Nature and Species of a Plant, whoſe 
original Name is hardly known. We 
have only ſome Fragments of the Ghak- 
daic Philoſophy _ preſerved by different 
Writers, and their Botany, if it were ſtill 
extant, would in all Probability afford us 
no great Satisfaction. The Egyptian Lear- 
ning is that from which we might have 
expected the greateſt Aſſiſtance in deter- 


mining the preſent Enquiry. Antiquity 


| + The Author is not ignorant of what Zoxginus, 
Apion, &c. have faid, but as their Accuſations have 
been already fully anſwered by the moſt emjnent Wri- 
ters, it is not worth while to regard chem. | | 


men- 
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mentions their Learning with the utmoſt 
Veneration. Macrobius ſays, that they 
were the moſt learned Poodle. in the 
World, and calls them in one Place, Om- 
nium Philoophie Diſciplinarum Parentes 
(a), and in another Place, Solos omnium 
rerum divinarum conſcios: (b). But that 
which raiſes in us the grandeſt Ideas of 
the Egyptian Literature, is that Feſtimony 
given of it in Scripture, where in order 
to diſplay the Wiſdom of Sciamon, it is 
faid to have exceeded all the Wiſdom of the 
Children KM the Eaft, and all the Wiſdom 
of Egypt. (c) Tho theſe. are ſufficient 
Teſtimonies of the Learning of this Peo- 
ple, it is evident that there is nothing of 
it remaining that in any degree comes up 
to thoſe Encomiums conferr'd upon it by 
the beſt Writers in Antiquity. — We/ 
know nothing of their Theology till it 
was ſunk to the loweſt Degree of Stupi- 
dity, and render'd them juſtly the Jeſt 
and Contempt of all other Nations. Rome 
itſelf, the Seat of all Idolatry and _ 
ſition, had ſo mean an Opinion of 
religious Rites and Ceremonies, that A- 
kexand. ab Alexandro tells us, the States 
had even prohibited their I ntroduction a- 


&) In Somn. Scipion p. 74. (ö) Saturnal. p. 222. 
0 1 King. Ch. iv. ver. 29. 
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mong them; (4) And Juvenal, in order 
to diſplay the contemptible Opinion he 
had of their Wiſdom in paying Adora- 
tion to ſuch low Objects as Garlick and 
Onions, addreſſes them with this Satyri- 
cal Expreſſion: et | ke 
O Sanfas Gentis I quibus hac naſcuntur 
in bortis Numina. ()) 
Their Hieroglyphical Learning, which 
has made ſo great Noiſe in the World, 
is the only remaining Proof of that Sci- 
ence for which they were ſo eminently 
diſtinguiſh'd, The Learned Pierius has 
with great Diligence and Application en- 
deavour'd to vindicate the Importance g 
thoſe myſterious Repreſentations, and col- 
lected under their ſeveral Figures, all that 
the Egyptians meant to expreſs by them, 
but notwithſtanding all his Labour, it is 
greatly to be feared, that the utmoſt de- 
gree of their Probability amounts only to 
Conjecture, Pierius (c) accordingly takes 
Notice, that the Mandrake repreſented a- 
mong the Egyptians a ſleepy Perſon, and 
an amorous Potion. He alſo obſerves that 
it was uſed for the Hieroglyphick of Joy, 
and quotes Xenophon, who in his Sympo- 


* 


(a) Genial Dierum, Lib. 2. p. 88. (6) Satyr. vi. 
(-) De Sacris Egypt. Lit. Lib. 58. cap. 37, &e. 


ſoums 
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181 | 
hams makes Socrates ſay, Vinum mae: aliter 
Merori mederi, quam Mandragora hominis | 
bus, Ietitiamque non aliter encitare, quam | „ 
Olum inſberſum igni flammam. 
But that which gain d the ans the 
moſt univerſal Eſteem was their Know- 
ledge in Medicine. Manctho lays, that ſe- 
veral of their Kings were Phyſicians, and 
that the ſecond King of the firſt Dynaſty 
compoſed ſeveral Books of Anatomy, — 
Pliny aſcribes to them the Invention of 
Medicine, a) which it is certain, they 
knew long before the Grecian ; Pope he 
on whom that vain- gloriou 
ceonſerr d the Honour, — "hrs 
i Cuſtom enroll'd him among — | 
5 of their Gods. — It is upon this Account * 
: that Lactantius very juſtly cenſures the | 
Greeks, when he ſays of Aſeulapius,' Quid 
fecit aliad divinis bonribus Di guum, niſi 
guad Sanavit Hyppolytum ? * Diogen. 
; TLaertius ſays, wre ddr uur, 
* 8 " Jarpoy, sh (c) that all the 1 | 
. were Phyſicians; and Pliny tells us that ' , Þ 7 
| che Phyſicians of, that Nation were W | 
| _ ploy'd at Rome, in the time of Claudius, 
to cure a Diſeaſe winch till then was un- 


| 

| | | 
| | . ) Hiſt. Nat. Lib. 29. cap. 2. 00 LaR. de Falſ. 
| 


* 7 pu 
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known to the Romans. (e) He calls it 

the Mentagra, from the manner of its 
Invaſion, and ſeems to be the ſame with 

the modern Tetter or Ring- worm. 

The Kings of Egypt were great En- 
couragers of Learning, but thoſe of the 
Ptolemean Race exceeded all their Prede- 

ceſſors in this Particular, — The Alex- 
andrian Library was a moſt magnificent 
Monument of their Affection for Letters, 

and if that moſt valuable Collection of 

N Books had not been deſtroy'd by the Sa- 
racens, we had been by this time per- 

fectly acquainted with all the Learning 

in the World. — A Library conſiſting of 

700,000 Volumes muſt have contained 

all the Writings which were then extant ; 

and with them- we have loſt that Light 

- Into Antiquity, which would have — 

mined not only this, but many other 

| | Difficulties, which it is likely we ſhall 
ever be unable to unfold, —— The re- 

| ligious Zeal of this barbarous illiterate 
T People has done irreparable Injury to the 
Republick of Letters. It has render d 
our Knowled ge of the moſt ancient Ac- 

count of Things imperfect, uncertain, and 
obſcure, and has been the main Caule of 


90 Hiſt, Nat. lib. xxvi,. Cap. 34: 
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all that Paſſion and Animoſity which has 
ſubſiſted __ the Learned in all Ages. 

As to the Mathematical Learning of 


* 


Egypt, it is not to be queſtioned- The 


moſt ancient Greek Writers ingenuouſly 


' confeſs that all that Knowledge in Geo- 


metry, which overſpread Greece, and ren- 
der'd them the moſt illuſtrious Mathe- 
maticians in the World, was at different 


times imparted to them by the Egyptian 


Prieſts, -And it is demonſtrably true that 
Greece was indebted- to other Nations for 
all that Knowledge which for many Years | 
made it the Scene and Theatre of Arts 
and Sciences. It is from this Source 
that we muſt derive all that can illuſtrate 
the preſent Subject, the Greeks being the 
only Writers now remaining that have left 
us any Account of the Mandrake. Yet if 
we conſider how long it was before that 


polite Nation made any tolerable Advan- 


ces in Letters, it will appear evident that 
their Authority alone is not ſufficient to 
determine the Point. However we ſhall 
give you an Account of their Botanick Wri- 


ters, and make ſuch Obſervations on them 


as the nature of the Subject ſeems to require. 
Let us then begin with their moſt an- 


. cient Poet Orpheus, whom Euſebius makes 
cCotemporary with Gideon, Judge of 1/rae! 


(a) 


1 
* 


111 
(a). This Man is celebrated through all 
Antiquity for his extraordinary Skill in 
Poetry and Muſick, and hence is faid to 
have moved not only Men and Beaſts, 
but even the very Stones themſelves: Ho- 
race alludes to his Excellency herein, 
when he fays, 
" Unde Vacalem temere infectite. | 
|  Orphea Syluæ. 
Arie Materna rapides 3 ee 
Fluminum Lapſus, e Ventos, 
Blandum ef TX pt captors 8 
i Ducere quercus () 
Panſanier (e), Diodbrus Siculus, and o- 
| 3 (d) ſay expteſſy that he travelled in- 
to Egypt, and brought from thence all 
thoſe Rites and Superſtitions which after- 
wards overſpread Greece. Ariftophanes the 
Comedian mentions Orpheus as the firſt 
who taught the Greeks to abſtain from 
killing of Beafts, and inſtructed them in 
their religious Rites. | 
Oppedt pev yap Tenerdy diu aride, OR 


7 ateggeedas, Equidem Orpheus ritus 
me docrit & cadibus abſtinuiſſe. (e) 


This Doctrine no doubt r learn d 
from the Egyptians, during his Reſidence 
(a) Præparat. Evangel. lib. 1, (3) Od. a, bb. | 


i In Attic. (4) -Diod. Sic. lib; iy. 
(*) BaTgaxo AQ. iv. Scen. 2, 


B 2 among 


[ 12 ] 
among them, and is the firſt upon Record 
that recommended the fame to the Prac- 
tice of his Countrymen, who according to 
ancient Cuſtom worſhipped their Gods 
with all kinds of Sacrifices, The ancient 
Egyptians were you know averſe to bloody 
Sacrifices, and could never be induc'd tg 
follow the Practice of other Nations in 
this Point, tho' many Attempts had been | 
made by the Ptolemies to introduce it a- 
mong them. They worſhipped their 
Gods as Macrebius obſeryes . & | 
Thure folo, only with their Prayers and 
Frankincenſe. (a) 
Orpheus is not only "IIA in Anti- 
quity for introducing new Rites and Ce- 


® 

| remonies into the Worſhip of the Gods, 
; but what is moſt for our purpoſe, is ſaid 
to be the' firſt who wrote on the Virtues 
of Plants, Pliny ſays that he was Pri- 


| mus omnium quos Memoria novit, qui de 
=_ herbis curigſius aliqua Prodidit. 0 How- 
| ever Le Clerc 6 obſerves that Pliny 
1 in this place, does not mean to ſignify 
that Orpheus writ with Accuracy and 
| Judgment, but rather intimates that 
he wrote with a deal of W 0 


1 (a) Saturnal lib. Prim. Cap. 7. 
a (5) Hiſt. Nat. lib. xxv. Cap. 2. 
6 Hiſt, ds bs Modicin. * 24. 


a | . N. 
1 which 


| [13] 
which the Genius of thoſe early times, 
was extreamly addicted, and we have 
Reaſon to credit this Conjecture, becauſe 
Pauſanias informs us that Orpheus paſs d 
for a great Magician (a). There are ſome 
Pieces aſcrib'd to him ſtill, extant, out of 
which Mr. Le Clerc has quoted ſome 
Paſſages relating to the Virtues of certain 
Plants, and the Cure of particular Diſ- 
eaſes : But we have been long ago fully 
afſur'd that theſe and other ſuch like Com— 
poſitions are ſpurious, tho they be very 
Ancient, being aſcrib'd..to- him in the 
time of Cicero, who fathers them upon 
Cercaps, And we have the Authority of 
Ariſtotle on our fide, who fays that it 
was univerſally believ'd in his time, that 
there were none of his genuine Writings 
in the World. BP 2 | 21 

The next ancient Writer in Botany 
after Orpheus was his Scholar Muſzus, 
whom ſome Authors will have to be his 
Son. (b) Ariftophanes in the place already 
mention'd aſcribes to him, the Zeachi 
Men Remedies for Diſcaſes, and Pliny 
mentions him with Hefod for celebrating 
the Polion of the Ancients. (e). — Homer 

— alſo in many places of his Poem treat- 


(a) In Eliac. (i) Muoa7©- a eee PP OY 
N Hiſt. Nat. lib. xxv. Cap. 2. 5 H 


\ 


[14] 
ed of the Nature of Plants, and deſcribes 
with great Accuracy the Grecian Heroes 
applying proper Remedies to the Wounds | 
of their Followers, and particularly men- 
tions the Molly as an effectual Preſervative 


againſt Inchantments, and Savin as capa- 
ble of Caufing Barrenneſs Tis true Ho- 
mer has wrote nothing profeſſedly on the 
Subject, but as a Poet brings theſe Things 
occaſionally into the Body of his Poem, 
In order to defcribe the Manners and Cuf- 
toms of thoſe carly times. 

The next eminent Perſon that lang | 
a Place here is Pythagoras, whom Pliny 

ſays was the firſt, qui Volumen de earum 
eee compoſuit. % This 2 ap- 
pears to have been a very inquiſitive Per- 
ſon, and fond of every Opportunity to 


render his Knowledge univerfal. With 


this Deſign he traveld into Egypt (6) the 
Seat of Arts and Sciences, and there in- 
ſtructed himfelf in all. their Myſteries. 
Fe convers d alſo with the Magi from - 
whom he ſeems to have borrow'd many 
of his Opinions. — As to his Knowledge 
in Phyſick, it is not to be doubted but he - 
deriv'd- that intirely from the Egyptians, N 


(a) Hiſt. Nat. lib. Xxv. Cap. 2, | 
(6) Diag. Laer. n 


5 e 


[15] 
who were particularly famous for their 
extroardinary Skill G But if we 
may judge of the Extent of his Knowledge 
in Phyſick by the ſmall Fragments ſtill 
remaining, there will be no great Reaſon 
to admire, him for the Progreſs he made 
in it. There is nothing which more evis | 
dently ſhews the groſs 83 of the 
Phyſicians in chol⸗ early Ages than the 
Nowons of this Philoſopher ; Some of 
which, I ſhall give You here in the 
words of Laertius. (a) He ſays, 543% 
oxtpun elvai gayove ene &c. Semen eſſe 
Cerebri Stillam, qua in ſe calidum conti- 
neat vaporem. Hac — dum infunditur 
Utero, ex Cerebro Saniem et . humorem 
Sanguinemg. profluere, Ex quibus, Caro 
Nervi Offa, pili totumg. conſiſtat Corpus: 
Ex eo autem Vapore, Senſum atque animum 
conſtare. And ſpeaking of the Formation 
olf the Fetus, he affirms that it became 
ſolid in 40 Days, but that eleven, or 
nine, or more generally, ten Months, | 
according to the Rules of Harmony were 
pa. (6 to make the Fetus intirely com- 
pleat. (6) 

As to the Cauſes of Diſtepers, * 
learnt without queſtion all that he has 


(a) in | Vit. Pythag. | | (b) ib 


Wa 


1 16 1 
aid, concerning them from the ſame 


Maſters, his Notions in this Point being 


equally ridiculous with the other. He 
fays that the Air is fill d with Souls, De- 


mons and Heroes, that ſend Dreams, Signs, 


and Diſcaſes to Men and Beaſts, and that 
it is on their Account that Luſtrations, 
and Expiations are perform'd. (a) Howe 
ever, tho Pythagoras ſeems to have 
had little of the true Knowledge of 


Phyſick, Cornelius Celſus mentions him 


with Honour, and ſays that he and his 
Scholars were the firſt that brought Rea- 
ſoning into Phyſick, and added that part 
to it call'd Phyfology, which treats of the 
Human Body in its ſeveral Parts, and 
whatſoever relates to it (6). 

_ Pliny (c) whoſe Authority in this Re- 
ſpedt cannot well be queſtion d, ſays that 


Pytbagoras compoy'd a Book on the Ma- 


gical ertues of Plants, which he ſays was aſ- 
cribed by ſome to Cleemporus a Phyſician. (c) 


(a) Towm Aera plenum eſſe eoſque & Dzmones, & 
Heroes exiſtimari, atque ab his Hominibus immitti Som- 


nia & Signa atque Morbos, neque ſolum hominibus, ve- 


rum & Pecudibus ac Jumentis —_— Atque ad hos re- 
ferri Luftrationes & iationes, Divinationem omnem, 


& Vaticinia & cætera id genus, W Laert. Vit 4 


(5) De Re Medica. IIb. i. 


(00) Hiſt Nat. lib. xxiv. Cap. 17. 


He 


— — — —— 


/ 
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He alfo relates ſome extraordinary Powers 
aſerit'd to certain Plants by Pythagoras 
_ himſelf, and in particular mentions the 


-Coriaceſia, and Callicea, two Plants capa- 
ble of turning Water into Ice, and alſo the 
Corinthas and Aproxis, the: former as an 
effectual Cure for the Bite of a Serpent, 


and the latter as remarkable for kindling 


Fire at à eonſiderable Diſtance, like the 
Napbtbha or Babyloniſb Bitumen. (a) What 
theſe Plants are we know not, nor is it 
eaſy to form, Conjectures about them, _ 
ing loſt all knowledge of the ſuperſt 

tious Learning of the Magi, abies jen 
it is certain out Philoſpher bad learned all 


chat he knew relating to the Magical Vir- 


tues of Plants. His Followers are alſo re- 
corded in Antiquity for joining Magie to 


-Phyfick; Diogenes Laertius has writ theit N 
Lives, hom if you like to conſult you 


will find a great deal more relating to their 


Mc/edicine in the Life of Empedecles the 
moſt emmient of all his Scholars. 


bee = hagoras,”'is ſaid: to be the frit who 
"Auth 


d on the Mandrake the name of 
ropomorphon, but upon what | Foun- 


dation we know not. Yet I believe it is 


upon his Authority alone, that ſuch a 


. Hiſt, Nat. lib. xxiv. cap. 17. 
& 1 


8 Number 


— 


to that of Anthropo 


11 
Number of ſtrange. Conceits have beth 
currently related about it; and in alt pro- 
bability gave birth to that common prac- 
tice of impoſing upon the Ignorant the 
Btiony and other Roots cut by Art inte 
ſuch a Form: And no doubt the Mun. 
drakes now at London, are ſuch a knu- 
viſh piece of Impoſture, betauſt we are 
ſure that the Mandrake has no mote Title 


morplvn, than the com- 
mon Carrot, and Parfnip, or any other 
Plant whoſe: Root is hifurratkd. 
Alter Pythagoras and his Diſciples Lomith 
Democritus, who having ſpent his Eſtate 
in travelling to fee the moſt learned Men, 
and inſtruft himſelf in all the out ioüs 
Learning of the Eaſt, compos d 4 Beok 
on the Nature of Vegitables which — 
ten mention d by Pl y, and cenſur d b 
him dgcontaining very monſtrqus and 
credible Stories, (a) This Author in und- 
ther 2 gives us 4 Remedy or Com-— 
ſition Democritus e t babe five _ 
Children It coniſiſts of Fi uruis'd 
with Honey, Myrrb,S4fro and Palm um, 
A" eee e une ll 
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related by Pliny, it is 
evident that the Wrieng⸗ of  Demacretus 
were full of ſuch trifles and ridiculous 
Stories, and ſeems to have given himſelf 
little trouble in examining into the natu- 
ral Properties of Vegitables. However, 
many eminent writers mention his Name 
with Honour, Patroniys lays, that. he 
drew Juices from. all manner of Herbs, 
and ſpent his Life in making iments 
upon Stones and Plants; (4) and  Celſus 
calls him, Vir jure magni Nominis, (c) 
| arg that ha ys r 


3 a ie as dhe tiles 
of ſeueral of his Books concerning Pi 


phy, Phyſick, and Geometry, which! are I 


now loſt. There are ſtill extant ſama 
Pieces concerning natural Magick aſcrib q 

ts him, hut rm . and 

5 upon is ſpurious. Sift 

© cee 2 2 chat this? 25 7 call d 1 a - 


party eat by the 


f Boſs + * the Body and 
Inf of the Ming, 2 my 471 fragrand 
Smell. De Symbol. E. —— 1 n kf . 
(5) Yerbarum omnium um 


Virgultorumq. vis lateret, 1 inter "experimen 9 32 


conſumpſit. Petran. in Sayn... 
* le. lik. i. WENT 4 ier, | b E 
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The next Writer we are to mention as 
ſuitable for our purpoſe is Ariſtotle who 
_ flouriſh'd above 350 Years before Chrift. 
He was a very eminent-Perſon, and had 
by means of his Scholar Alexander the 
Great, more Opportunities than any man 
of ſearching i into the Nature of Vegitables. 
He was ſupply'd with all the Productions 
of Ala at a very conſiderable. Expence, 
(a) and no doubt made many curious Ob- 
ſervations on the nature of Plants, but 
as he has corifider'd them more as a Phjle- 

her than a Phyfictan we can expect no 
* things 5 the Writings af this 
eminent Author, even if we had them 
üntire. Of all that he writ concerning 
Plants there are only two Books remain- 
ing, which fall ſhort of that Accuracy and 
Exactneſs in which it is reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe Ariftotle left them. They have 
paſs'd ſo many Tranſlations, ſuffer'd ſo 
many conſiderable Alterations, thro the 
Ignorance and Pedantry of their Tran- 
ſcribers, that you muſt not expect to meet 
with the Knowledge and exact Judg- 
ment of one whom Macrobius ſays was 
ignorant of nothing. (5) | 


288 Hiſt. Nat. lib. viii. cap. 16. R 

(5) Videtur mihi vir tantus nihil jgnorare edi. 
In Somnium Scipion. p- We | 

2 4 You ; 


[21] 


You know. very well how many Years 
the Works of this. Philoſopher lay buryd 


under ground, and what Injuries they duf- 
3 by this Means. Hence it is that 


3 with many Contradictions 
— Difficulties that have perplex d his 


Readers to this very Day; and for theſe 
Reaſons it is that ſome learned Men have 


aſcrib'd this Work of | Ariftotle's to his 
Scholar Theophraſtus who is juſtly cenſurd 


for his Credulity in aſcribing Virtues 


of Plants to Magical Powers. (a) | 
To Ariſtotle: ſucceds his Scholar Theo | 


phraſtus, who has great Encomiums con- 
ferr d upon him by the Ancients. (5)Pliny 
calls him Hominem in Eloquentia tantum 
ut nomen divinum inde invenerit, and 
Alexander al Alexandro ſays that he 
was Vir preftabeli Sapientia, & in Rebus 
Phyjicis & Mathematicis Magna Doftri- 
na & Eſtimatione. (c) He wrote ten 
Books on Plants which are come to our 
Hands, but as he conſiders them chi 


as a Naturaliſt with reſpect to their 


Growth, Termination, and the Parts 


whereof they conſiſt, there will be no | 


9 1 vo 

(). Geſner. Bibliothee. OR 
6 Hiſt, Nat. in prefat. a1 Veen. e ee 
0% Genial, Dierum. lib, ii. P. 66. 
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temarkable nat ta deſerve a place here; 
is as: follows: The Maudrate was dire 


| hor wad 


L221 
great Foundation to build any lag 
Saparſtructurs on what he has ſaid af the 


Mandate. There are only four places in 


his Hiffaria Pluntarum, where he makes 
mention of this Plant, and in ane only 
conſiders the Medicinal Properties of it; 
the Leaves as, a Ramedy for Ulcers, and 


the Roots ſlined and beat up with Vine- 


gar as uſeſul in Diſeaſes of the Joints, ta 
oy Bleep, and ta be given in Love 
(a) In other places ; he Hias | 
this Plant, hut inacurately, yet in 
particular takes notice of ſame ſuperſti- 


tious Ceremonies which were want to be 


perfemm d at the ine af gathering ar 


- entting af it. () This Cenemony: is too | 
It 


eummſcrib d three times with 2 G rd whilft 
ancther cut it down towards the Weſt, 


They were alſb to dance raund it, and ta 


talk many things zh aged Howe - 


| ets. de muſt, acknoxvledge- that Ta. 
505 Kedere N tee — 4 (107,468 * 


Ever gee; tagn- per” aaolre The Is fg e gest 
1 26 xg A dev deu e 

* 99's » Kaif cs vTvoy Kt qiAles: Hi. Plant. 
cap. 10. | 


(5) Lib. IX. 1 75 ab finem, See reren 3 An 
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aftus is far from giv credit to mch 
go Coticeits, — ä — 
relates them as ſuch; yet it is a very oon 
Tune was wholy i -apon g 
imes was a 
whünſies. 4 wy * TP. {CLE L | 
It ds true our Author in-the plats *t 
really eited aſſerts the 
Mandrake in procuring of Bla ent 
a In 1 A all bileres or 
Love Paris, What Reaſon the Ancien 
bad to imagine that the Leaves or Robles: 
of this Plant were really in fuch 
Circutmſtanees, is no Mhere tb" be found 
among theit Winings, blit as the Gre, 
who ard the only People tliat hae left Hs 
any Atcbunt vf the Mamrate, revdivd. 
all their medical Kno] ṍ ꝰ˖ ge from the 
moſt phantaſtiral Natlon⸗ ma dhe World, 
we may renſbmably ſuppst chat ts 
Notion wis deciv'd front dane Fbun- 
tain. Theopbrafuris the ftÞ Writer wib 
has aſcribid theft Propertien c the Mun. 
e 
his Authority alone, yet man a. 
| vera added by Digcoridr wh ; 
of the Anus you will fee ( 
Hoch fat che Authority of n 5 
4 ſufficient to determine che matter "oy is 
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admit of ſome Diſpute, that part of n | 
Writings being now : loſt, which would 
have been of | conſiderable Service in ad- 
juſting the Difficulty :- Beſides it is evident 
that 2 Hiſtoria Plantarum is not the 
fame with that which render'd Theo- 
fbraftus: ſo uniyerſally ' cftecm'd among 
all the Writers in Antiquity. — Tbe 
Jpjuries, of Time and the Ignorance," of 
Traaſcribers have let in innumerable Er- 
rors into this Book, which the famous 
Daniel Heinfius bas with great Judgment 
endeavour d to amend in his elaborate 
Edition of Theophraftus. -—— All that 
an be eſtabliſhid on the Authority of 
Tbeupbraſus is: this, that the Mandrake 
i his time Was generally uſed for thoſe 
already; — and grounded 
pon no better F oundation. than; that of 
lie Tradigjon gf former times. 
ut Tbe left of: the Grecian Writers we 
= to * on this Point e ere 
* Was „Meian t o Cleopatr, 4, if great 
een of Egypt. (a) He. -hds left us Six 
| Fe MY bas; arg 
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has given a particular . of all the 
Vuoirtues aſcrib'd to the Mandrale in his 
Time. His Book is not without very pal- 
_ . pable Errors, many of which have been 
_ corrected by his Commentator Mathiolus 
But let that be as it will, we are ſure of „ 
one thing, that he is the firſt ancient 9 
Writer that we now have, that has ex il 
profeſſo enumerated the ſeveral Virtues of . - 
this Plant, and I think it is upon his Au- li 
thority chiefly, that the ſame have been 
1931 continued, at leaſt aſcrib d to it, by ma- 
my Botanick Writers ſince his time. 
The account which Dioſcerides gives 
us of the Mandralbe is ag follows. Man- 
. © dragoram, aliqui Antimalum, alii Cir- 
* cam vocant, quoniam videatur Ra- | 
'i'l e dix ad Amatoria conducere. Duo ejus Ba 
2 Niger que fæmina exiſtima- 
« tur, Thridacias appellatus, W e 
cc bus foliis, ac Minoribus quam I LaQuee, 
© viroſis ac graveolentibus in terra, Sparſis, 
.** Mala gerit Sorbis Similia, pallida, odo- 
A % rata, in quibus Semen veluti Pyrorum: 
| I KRadicibus inherit bene magnis, binis 
ce terniſve interſe convolutis, nigris foris, 
* intus albis, craſſo cortice veſtitus, caule 
_ © viduus eſt. — Alter candidus qui 
© mas dicitur, nonnullis Norion Vocitatus* W 
. = Folia Magn, alba ta, lavia.ut - - - i 
D ” Bete. Wo 
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5 Betz. Mala, quam alterius duplo ma- 


« jora, colore in Crocum inclinante, (a) 


« jucunde cum gravitate quadam olentia 


* * quorum Pomorum cibo Opiliones ali- 


4 quantum Soporantur. Radix alterius 
« Similis, major & candidior, orbata 


et hac caule” (6) 


This Deſcription of Dioſcorides Man- 


| drake. appears to be very. full and com- 


plete, and fixes the Genus to which it 
properly belongs,-tho I find Mr. Ray has 


without ſufficient Foundation changed its 

Place, and tranſplanted it among thoſe of 
the Bacciferous kind. (c) Surely there is 
a very remarkable Difference to be made 


between Plants of the Pomiferous and Bac- 


- ciferpus kind, the one bearing Fruit of a 
very large, and the other of a very ſmall 
Size. — It is true Mr. Ray acknowledges 
that there are ſome of theſe pretty large, 


and particularly mentions the Pomum 
Amoris and the Mala Hiſana as ſuch. 


But the Mandrake of Digſcorides is evi- 
ferous kind, and ought 


dently of the' 
to be reſtor'd to 
(a) Here Ruellius has render'd Dioforide inconſiſtent 


with himſelf by tranſlating the word zv dn in this 
Senſe, which ought to have been tranſlated 1 which 


t ſpecies to which it 


ey in Compoſition often fignifies, 


(5) Lib. iv. Cap. Edit. Ruellian. 
(e) Hift. Plant. Lib, . 16. 


more 


[2] 

more properly belongs, as Mr. Ray's Ob- 
ſervation about the different Diſpoſitions of 
the Bark does not appear to be univerſally _ 
true, tho it was upon this Account that 
he was led to place this Plant among aſh” 
of the Bacciferous kind. | 

Digſcorides having in this accurate 
manner deſcrib'd the Male and Female 


Mandrake, goes on to enumerate their Vir- 


tues, of which he has given a very large 
Account, and plainly ſnews that it was a 
Plant of general uſe among the Medicine 
of the Ancients, tho the preſent Practice 
knows nothing of it. Our Author has 
follow'd Theophraſtus in aſcribing to the 
Mandrake a Narcotick Quality, and tells 
us that the juice of it boild in Wine 
was us d in obſtinate Watchfulneſs, and 
to deaden the ſenſe of Pain in Amputa- 
tions by ſtupify ing the Patient. I be- 
lieve it is upon their Authority that the 
ancient Writers in Botany have almoſt 
unanimouſly agreed in placing the Man- 
drake among the Number of T ee . 
| Remedies, | Yet I find that the famous 
Lynceus, Profeſſor of Botany at Rome, eat 
a large Mandrake in the Preſence of a 
numerous Audience without being in 
the leaſt diſpos d to ſleep. The ſame 
Experiment was afterwards often try'd by 

| | Terrentius 
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Terrentius with the ſame Succeſs. (a) And 


ve are pretty ſure by the Deſcription he 


has given of the Mandrake he eat, that 
it was the ſame with that. deſcrib'd by 
Dioſcorides. But perhaps one may ob- 
je& that the Difference of the Climate 
might have occafion'd the Loſs of its 
narcotick Qualities. It muſt be granted 
that different Digrees of heat. will very 
conſiderably heighten or abate the Virtues 
of Plants, yet I can't think this Objection 
will prove of great Force in the preſent 
Caſe, as ſome late Experiments and Ob- 
ſervations on the Nature of Vegitables are 
inconteſtable Proofs of the contrary. — 
I am rather inclin'd to believe that Dia- 
ſeorides was ignorant of the true Virtues 
of this Plant, and mention'd its narcotick 
Qualities in Compliance . to current Tra- 
dition, not as a Truth to which he him- 


ſelf gave any Manner of Credit. 


If we allow the Mandrake to be ſuch 
a powerful Narcotick as to deaden Pain 
and ſtupify the Senſes according to Dia- 
corides, it will appear very ſtrange that 
Rachel ſhould fo eagerly importune Leab 
for a Plant that would have prov'd of per- 
nicious Conſequence to her. Give 
- (a) Terrent. Not. in Hernand, de Plant. Mexican. 
Lib. viii, Cap. 28. | ZW» 

me 


. 
[29]. 


9 me I pray thee of thy Sons Mandvafes. (a) 


Here Rachel aſks them with a kind of 
Impatience and Deſire, like one who is 
extravagantly fond and eagerly covetous of 


fatiating his Appetite with ſome delicious 


Morſel. 


Diqſtorides alſo aſeribes an Emetic Pro- 


perty to the Mandrake, and ſays that one 

Scruple of the Juice, will like Hellibor 
bring up by Vomit black Bile and viſcid 
Humours, and that it will kill in greater 
Quantities. (5)—— If ſo ſmall a Quan- 
tity of the Juice of this Plant is capable of 
producing ſuch ſurpriſing Effects, it is 


ſomething ſtrange that the Eaſtern Nations 


| ſhould account it among the Number of 
their moſt delicious Fruits, as it ap 

to be in the Caſe of Rache/ juſt now men- 
tion d. But as we have only the 


Authority of Droſcerides in this Point there 


is great Reaſon to queſtion its Veracity, 
and may poſſibly be one of thoſe tradio- 
nary Virtues aſcrib'd to it in his time, 
which his Obſervations, could not then 
perhaps contradict, 

You know that Digſcorides is not the 
only Writer on the Materia Medica, who 

(a) Gen. Ch. xxx. v. 14. Ce. 1 


) Succus duobus obolis ex Mulſo s ut Veratrum, 


per Vomitiones, bilem atram, Pituitam extrahit ; 
verum potu largiore Vita adimitur. 16, 


_y 


[ 30 ] 
may be juſtly cenſur d for the Crime of 
Credulity. It is a Vice that has ſpread it 
ſelf far and near, and got ſuch deep Root 
among the Writers of this Claſs, that it 
is a very common thing with them to 
aſcribe innumerable Virtues to Plants, 
which after repeated Trials have been 


found abſolutely falſe. However, I muſt 


fay that I know of no modern Writer 
whatſoever that has been ſo credulous as 
to follow Diqſcorides in this Point, tho 
they have been too ready to copy after bim 


in many other. 


Among other Virtues aſcrib'd to the 


| Mandrake by our Author there is one, 


which has always been allow'd; that is, 
of being a great Cooler, for which Rea 
ſon the College have very wiſely given it 
a Place in the Ungent Populneum of the 
Shops, and Digſcorides tells us that it was 
of frequent Uſe in Inflammations of the 
Eryfpilatous kind, for which he com- 
mends it as an excellent Remedy, and is 
no doubt as ſuitable a Medicine in theſe 
Caſes as the Houſleek and Cream of the 
preſent Age. (a) 

Having in this curſory Manner examin'd_ 
the Grecian Writers of Botany, and after 
all our Labour found — upon which 


(a) Ib. | 
we 


W 311 
we can build any tolerable Superſtructure; 
it remains that — ſhould ſearch into other 
Channels for the Diſcovery of the Point 
in Queſtion. If Greece, Polite | | 
| Gregce, once the Scene and Theatre of all 
the Learning in the World, is unable to 
ſupply us with proper Materials to ground 
our Enquiries upon, where are we to ex- 5 
pect them? The Romans who en- } © 
groſs d all the Learning of that Nation, _ 
were for many Years after the building of | 


their City, ſo intent about the Affairs of = 
Government, that they gave themſelves. | 
no Time to ſtudy the Politer Sciences of | 

Grecee, Their Government was 9 
founded upon Violence, and requir'd ano- | 
ther kind of Knowledge to ſupport it. 


The Studies and Employments' of tha: 
warlike People, conſiſted” in Fighting and { 


Routing their Enemies, Ovid . frankly \} 
confeſſeth the Averfion of his Country= _ 3H 
men to Letters, ul gy us a very beauti- be 
ful Deſcription of the Characters of his _ 
Anceſtors in the following Lines. = 


Qui bene pugnavit, Romanas noverat Artes 
Mittere qui potuit Pila, diſertus erat. (a) 


| (4) Faſt. Lib. iii. v. 203: 
e 
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Beſides, it is evident from Pliny that 


the moſt rigid and ſevere among the Ro- 
mans were really afraid of the Grecian 
Arts. —— They thought that they would 


let in Luxury and Effeminacy among 


_ them, corrupt the Manners of their Youth, 


and impair that Strictneſs of Virtue, and 
Severity of Morals, to which they ow'd 
the Extent of their-Conqueſts, —— Cato 


the Hlaer declaims bitterly againſt the 


Grecian Letters, and tells his Country- 


men that whenever they are introduc d, 


they will ſpoil and cortupt all, (a) there- 
fore adviſes his San Marcus only to look 


into the Grecian Letters, but not to learn 


— hoo 


fo ſu carning o 
Greece, that he even extended it ſo far as 
to cautian his Country-men againſt the 
Admiſſion of Grecian Phylicians into the 
Common Wealth, and in order ta gain 
is Point with as little Oppaſition as poſſi- 
ble, had baſely propagated a Report that 
; ( Rs — Gens fuss 7 dabit amn 
SE e, His. IId. ix. Cap. 1. 

an ee H . 
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they had Korn to kill all the ; Romans wb. 
their Medicine.. (a) But tho Cato was at 
firſt thus Kuang prejudic d againſt the 
Learning of Greece, we are aſſurd by 


a 2 that he earn'd Greek in his 


Age, (5) and Lord Bacon very juſtly. 
ll it's Judgment upon him for his =, 


er Hash (FEED: 


The Romans had for many Years no. 
Knowledge of the true Art of Healin 9g. — 
Their Medicine conſiſted of Charms and 
Ea, Cinations, Incantations and Amulets. 

e have ftill remaining a very remarkable 


7 2 of the ſtate, of Phyfck among 


the Romans in that famous Book of Cats 
de re Ruſtica, which is alſo an irrefraga- 


| ble Proof of the groſs Superſtition w 
. Ignorance of theſe times. — This 
Patriot in order to render himſelf in al 
manner of ways ſerviceable to the Com- 

mon wealth, compos d a Treatiſe on PHH. 


ſel for the Benefit of himſelf and Family, 
in which he. recommends the conſtant 
Repetition of theſe Words for the Cure of 
a Luxation; Motas, veta, daries dag- | 


daries, di Iiiunapiter 2 %. dum cveant. In 


1 inter ſe Barbaros necare omnes " 
Pub. Hiſt. Nat. Lib. xxix. Cap. 13 mae 
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. Fracture he would have 6 Limb 


bound up, 3 the Haig rds ſung 
every Da uat hanat, 1 2, fiſta, 
e damnaſtra, & Lage Ht * 
The other part of his Practice ſeems ag 
extraordinary as the former; for he blames 
Diet, and Abſtinence in Diſeaſes, and' 
upon every Occaſſon preſcribes, Pidgeons, 


Ducks and Hare's Fleſh, becauſe cafy of 


Digeſtion, but a 15 they ate apt ta. 


make the ſick Man m. (7 h/ n | 


that he livd to oe age e 
Plutarch, who has 30) 2 
his Medicine, fays pay by k bo Life was 


1 owing to a Courſe o Exerciſe c 


emperance, and very juſtly laughs 

at 4 ca who would aſeribe it to his 
in Phyfick. (c) If the grave Cato, Shot 
123 diſtinguiſhes with the Title of Omni- 

m bonarum Artium Magiſter, (d) makes 
e ridiculous a Figure in the Art of Heal- 
ing, what muſt we expect amongſt his 
Contemporaries, who had neither his Maf- 


culine Parts, nor the fame N 


of examining into the truth of things? 
The only Botanick Writers among the 
Romans, as appears from Pliny, 00 were 


fa) Cat. de re 5 
6) Hiſt. Nat. I, Ac d 


1 k. * m. Rs Lib, axe. Cap. 4. 
Cate, 


5 . Fe 
Cath, C. Palgius, and Lenaus, Pompry's 
Freed-Man. as to the Writings = 
I refer you to his Book de re Ruſtica, and 
to Pliny who cites his Opinions in many 
Plices of his Natural Zifory, . What 
Vzlgius did towards the Improvement of 
Botany we can't certainly judge at this 
diſtance of time, but if P/ny may be cres 
dited, there is good Reaſon to think that 
he carty'd his Knowledge therein to no 
great Perfection: Lenus was a Man ef 
| t Eminence, and a learn d Gram- 
marlan. He was employ d by Pompey the 
Gerat to tranſlate the Writings of Michri. 
dates King of Pontus, who had made 
Phyfick His chief Study the greater part 
of his Life, in which he made fo great 
To that Pliny remarks, that the Con- 
que of this Prince did not only ſerve to 
aggrandize the Roman Name but to preſerve 
heir Health and Lives; (a) and in par- 
ticular takes Notice that till then the Ro- 
muns had no Knowledge of this Science. 
(83) — If it was fo late before the Romans 
apply'd thernſelves to the _Y of Medi- 
cine it is no wonder that we find not the 
leaſt Mention in all their Writings of this 
Vite lk, Hil, Nar, Lib, av. Gg S. 


h Quo primum tempore hanc Scientiam ad noftros per- 
veniſſe animadverto, Ib. 
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Plant before the time of Pliny, who has 


only tranſcribd what Theobbraſtus and 


Dioſcorides have ſaid long before him. 
Pliny makes mention of the Mandrake 
in ſeven different places of his Natural 
Hiſtory, — In the firſt he almoſt literally 
tranſcribes what Theophraſius and Diof- 
corides have left us upon the Subject, which 
I think cannot well be denied notwith- 
ſtanding all that the Learn'd Salmaſius (a) 
has faid to the contrary. — I ſhall tran- 
ſcribe here the words of Pliny, and leave 
you to form what Judgment you pleaſe : 
« Mandragoram, alii Circeam Vocant. 
“ Duo <jus genera, candidus qui & mas, 
“ niger qui femina exiſtimatur, anguſti- 
* oribus foliis quam Lactucæ, hiſutis & 
&* (5) caulibus, radicibus binis terniſve ru- 
*“ fulis, intus albis, carngſis teneriſque, pene 
« &cubitalibus. Ferunt mala avellanarum 
% Nucum Magnitudine, & iis ſemen ſeu 
*« Pyrorum. — Album hoc alii Aren, alii 
« Morion alii Hypophlomon vocant. Hujus 
“ Folia alba, quam alterius latiora, (c) La- 
e pathi Sativæ. Cavent effoſuri contrarium 


ventum & tribus Circulis ante gladio cir- 


* cumſcribunt ; poſtea fodiunt ad Occa- 
** ſum Spectantes. | f 


(a) Præfat. ad Homonyma Hyles Iatricæ. . 
(5) Sine caulibus. Dioſ. (c) Ut Betz. Diol. 


£ Odor 


| 37 J 
“ Odor gravis ejus: Sed Radicis & 


4 mali gravior. (a) Potu quidem largiore 
« etiam moruntur. Bibitur et contra Ser- 


« pentes, & ante Sectiones Punctioneſ- 


e que ne Sentiantur. Bibitur et pro He- 


c lieboro duobus obolis in Mulſo.“ (5) 
It will appear evident to any one, that 
will give himſelf the Trouble to com- 
pare this Deſcription of Plinys Man- 
drake with that of Diſcorides, that 1 it is 
the ſame in effect, and only differs in thoſe 
places mark d in the Margin. He alſo 
aſcribes the ſame Virtues to it that Dig 


corides and The 1 have done, and 
0 


takes Notice that ſuperſtitious Cere- 


mony which the aalen of thoſe early. 


times had introduc'd, relating to the man- 

-ner of cutting or gathering of it, in almoſt 
the ſame words with the latter. (c) Lavent 
efoſſuri contrarium Ventum, & tribus Cir- 
culis ante gladio circumſcribunt, Pollen 
fodrunt ad occaſum ſpeftantes. (d) 


We have now conſider'd the State of | 


Botany amongſt - thoſe Nations who 
were the moſt conſiderable for Arts and 
Sciences, and made ſuch Obſervations 


- (a) Dioſ. 2 nothing of the Smell of the Root. 
0 Hiſt. Nat. Lib. xxv, Chap. 13. 


(c) Vid. p. 30. (4) Plin. . Nat. Lib. 
xxv. Chap. 13. 


thereupon... 
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theteypon 43 as the Nature of the Subj ject 


come next to entire, 
deer Mandralè of Digſcori- 


des 18 "the fare with that which we now 


Have. Secondly, Whether it is the fame 
with that — Rathel fo ea erly requeſted 


of Leah. (4) Thirdly, Whether The deſir d 


it on the Accotint generally ſfwppogd by 


Interpreters of this Text of Scriptüre, that 
8 to render ber capable of Conception. 


As to the En J 7 it will 
be abel ph ad that tlie M, an- 
drake of Dioſcoritht anſwets in every reſpect | 
fl of that which we com- 
monly have in our Ph yſick Gardens. — 
This Till ap pear evidently true to any one 
who will md 1 5 rind trouble to com- 
pare the Rep of this Plant, drawn 
by Gerura, Bauhine, Parkinſon: and others, 
with that of Dig 9 Hibs. — Tis true he 
has aſcrib'd * 4 many Vertiies to his 
Mandrake, ch Gn of thele writers 
have fo we rg as mention'd. But the Rea- 
ſon of this is plain. Di ofcorides wrote on 
the Materin Methca at a time wherein 
Authors were too ready to report Things 
upon the Credit of others, who had no 


better Foundation ſo ſupport what, they 
Gen. Chap. xxx. v. 14, 15, Ce. h 


"I LE aſſerted 


39 
an than that of -gomy 


Bn on Tradition t, * 
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eminent Men. —— They 
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pon it by him. Hence no doubt it is, 
chat the Commentators upon that Text in 
Sbripture, which relates the Hiſtory of 
Ruben ? Mandrake, were led into an Error 
ia imagining that Rachel requeſted thoſe 
Mundrakes of Leah in order to render her 
capable of Conception. But I ſhall clearly 
prove that the Mandrake mention'd in 
Setipture could not be that mention'd by 

Gur Author. 

3 118 is the ſecond Propoſition we have 
to difenks, Which we ſhall endeavour to 
prove by conſiderißg the Virtues of this 
Plant according to Dieftorides, and then 
by ersmining how far a Plant poſſeſſing 
thoſe Properties is capable of anſwering 
ſuch Titentions, — We have alrcady 
taken notice of ſeyeral Vertues aſcrib'd to 
the Mandrake by Digſcoridet, and made 
ſuch Remarks upon them as appear d then 
neceſſary. (a) And I think if there were 
2 ſtronger Arguments to prove our Aſſer- 

ion than 5 col already mention'd, they 
| would be ſufficient ' to any one who will 
allow Hm ſelf to be convinc'd. But in or- 
der to render this as clear as the Nature of 
the ſubject will admit, we ſhall now exa- 
mine the other Properties aſcribd to the 
Mandrake by Dreſcorides, which he de- 


e 37. 1 
EK livers 


41 1 

delivers in the following Words, Me- 
* dicamentis Ocularibus, et his qui do- 
< lores finiunt, Peſſis quoq ; emolientibus, 
ce admiſcetur: Semioboli pondere inditus 
per ſe menſes & partus expellit ; Subdi- 
* tus Sedi.pro Balano, Somnificus eſt, 
Radix ebur emollire fertur, quæ Senis 
horis cum eo decocta fit : & ad accipi- 
endam, quam effingere optaveris, for- 
« mam, Iplum facile præſtat. — Folia 
_< recentia convcnienter Oculorum Inflam- 
£ mationibus, & Collectionibus, quas 
e Ulcera citarunt, cum polenta illinuntur. 
Durities omnes, Suppurationes, Stru- 
* mas & Tubercula diſcutiunt. — Trita 
© Radix Ignibus Sacris ex Aceto, & 
“ Serpentium- ictibus ex Melle et Oleo 
Midetur. Strumas atque tubercula cum 
aqua diſſipat: Articulorum cruciatus 
«« cum polenta Sedat. Mala Soporem 
<« afferunt olfactu, & etiam fi mandan- 


.cc 
cc 


mio tamen odore percuſſi, obmuteſcunt. 


gat, appoſitumque cum Sulphure ignem 
non experto rubra Feminarum profluvia 
e Siſtat (a.) &. | 


He afterwards gives us the deſcription 


of another kind of Mandrake call d Mo- 


(a) Dioſ. Lib. iv. | | 
, F mie 


tur: item expreſſus ex iis Succus, ni- 


— Semen malorum potum Vulvas pur- 
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rion, which according to Tradition will 
deprive one of his Reaſon if taken to the 
Quantity of a Dracham in any Vehicle 
Nhatſoever. (ag | 

Here we have an Account of a Plant 


poſſeſſing very extroardinary, and very 


ience of 


evident, that the Mandrake of our Author 
could not be that which Rachel ſo eagerly 
requeſted of Leah. For by the account 
given of it in the writings of Droſcoriges, 
it appears to be a Plant of a very deletiri- 
ous Nature; and he himſelf in another 
place; ranks it among the Number of fach 
noxious Plants, and expreſsly tell us that 
it will occaſion a Paralyſs, and ſuch a pro- 
found Sleepineſs as differs little from a 

VV 

Digſcorides in the Account already gi- 


ven, ſeems to have been very little ac- 
quainted with the true Vertues of the 


Mandrake ; or that which he knew muſt be 
vety different from chat which we have in 
(a) Tradunt eam in Pane, Offa. Obſoniove drachme- 


pondere devoratam uſum Rationis intercipere. Dioſ. Ib. 
TOES theſe 


[43] 


theſe parts of the world. But as theys is 
no Foundation to think that it was diffe- 
rent from ours, we may fairly conclude 
that all thoſe Vertues aſcrib'd to it by 
Diqſcorides were merely grounded upon 
the current Tradition of the times; other- 
wiſe we muſt conceive a very mean opinion 
of Digſcoridets candor. — It _ 
remark' d in the courſe. of this Diſſe 

that the Greet writers in Botany —_ 
always fond of aſcribing ſupernatural 
powers to Plants, and it is perhaps owing 
to this whimſical Notion, that ſo many 
ridiculous things have been recorded of the 
Mandrake. (a) Droſcorides himſelt ſeems to 
have fallen into this abſurd way of 
thinking, or how ſhall we able to defend 
him, when he. ſays chat the Root of the 
ö will by 6 Hours boiling turn 
Ivory ſoft, ſo as to render it ſuſceptible 
of ny form ? Or how ſhall we be able to | 
account for what he ſays concerning the 
Seeds of the Mandrake, which he aſſures 
us, will, being apply'd, ſtop the rubra. 
Feninarum frofiuuia with the addition of 
Os 2 experto? Pliny tells us 

oft in 8 ſame words. (5) 


_ Mandragora Si bibatur, confeſtim Sopor inſequitur, 
15 Tae ac vehemens Veternus, nihil — diſtans a 
o. Lib. vi. Cap. 16. 


h ia rurſus Profluyia Siſtet Semen cum vino & 
wh Hiſt, Nat. Lib. xxvi. * 15. 
We 


* "I 
722 2 0 — 
_ . > 9 d * 7 
— 2 2 VE — 
* % k 1. re — a. _—— 1 OY a 2 
- 


| EE 
We have now conſider'd the Medicinal 


; Virtues of this Plant according to Digſco- 


rides, and ſhewn how inconſiſtently he has 
enumerated them; but there is ſtill re- 
maining one particular Vertue afcrib'd to 


it, which requires a very ſtrict Exami- 


nation : That is, whether the Mandrake 
really poſſeſſes ſuch Virtues as are neceſſary 


_in Caſes of Sterrility, and whether Rachel 


purchas'd them of Leah upon this account. 

This is the laſt thing we propos'd to 
examine, and that in which we are likely 
to meet with the Strongeſt Oppoſition, 
having the concurrent Teſtimony of many 
learned Men againſt us, eſpecially thoſe 
who have oblig'd the World with their 
Comments upon the Bible. But as they 
ſeem to have been over-rul'd by the Autho- 
rity of Great Names, they will not be 
found ſq formidable Antagoniſts as might 
well be imagin'd, They ſeem to have 
overlook'd the plain Meaning. of Scrip- 
ture, and ſtumbled upon Solutions much 
more obſcure and uncertain than that 


which they attempted to explain. 


They rely intirely upon the uncertain 
Accounts of Theophraftus, Dioſcorides and 
Pliny, who have only tranſmitted the 
Opinions of each other, without confi- ' 
dering upon what Degree of — 
„„ - "wp 


/ 


161i | 

they advanc'd them; and ſeem rather 
inclinable to err wich thoſe Great Men, 
than queſtion the Veracity of any thing 
they have left us. — It is this — 
to Great Names that blinds the Under- 


ſtanding, and flackens our Inquiries into 


the truth of things: Authority may incline 


the Will, bug can never convince the Un- 


, derſtanding. 

It is, Sir, owing to this blind Fond: 
neſs for Antiquity that ſo many and ridi- 
culous things have been recorded of the 


Mandrake, ſome of which are even un- 
worthy to be nam d. But what ſurpriſes 


me Kill more is to find, that the Learned 
Grotius (from whoſe extraordina 


wie might have expected better things) has 
-faid fo little on the ſubject, and like one 


lead away with the current Notion, only 
quotes this Sentence of Pliny to prove the 
Affirmative, Semen Mandragoræ potum 


Vuluam purgat : (a) Which plainly ſhews 


that he was of Opinion that the Mandrake 


really poſſefs'd. thoſe Virtues appropriated 


to it by the Ancients: — Pliny in this par- 
ticular has certainly copied afterDzoſcorides, 
who has verbatim aſſerted the fame () 


long before him. It is true Grotius knew | 


(a) Hi. Nat. Lib. xxvi. Cap. 1 
Vid. p. 51. OF: 
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very well all that the Greeks have wrote 


on the ſubje&, but tells us that there are 
many Plants of that Name, and that their 
Virtues are variable according to the Cli- 
mate, and different ways of Culture. (a) 
Hence it appears what Sentiments Gra- 
tiuis had of the Mandrake, and how un- 


willing he was to diſſent from the Autho- 


rity of the Ancients, — We have already 
allowyd that the difference in Climates may 
conſiderably highten or abate the Vertues 
of Plants, and daily Experience plainly 
ſhews it. But what have the Followers of 
Grotius in this point, to anſwer for them- 
ſelves, when it can be clearly prov'd that 


min Spain and Tay, (hot Climates) the 


Mandrake grows to great Perfection, enjoys 


all the Advantages of Soil and Heat, yet 


never was known in theſe Countries to 
anſwer the Purpoſes alledg'd by him. As 
to what be ſays relating to the different 
Species of this Plant, I think it is without 
any Foundation, for Dzoſcorides only men- 
tions the Male and Female, and that call'd 
Morion which according to him is a Plant 
of a very deleterious Nature, and we have 
already ſhewn that neither of theſe could 
| (a) Eadem in alio natz Solo, & alio paratu, aliued 
Valent. Annotat, ad Cant. Cantic. Cap. vii. v. 13. 


bo 


191 ä 
de the Mandrake purchas d by Rachel: 
And the Moderns have pers Pare | 
than the Male and Female commonly 
deſcribd by Writers in Botany. 4 
| It appears to me a kind of Paradox to | 
imagine that a Plant fo eminently remar- — 
kable for its cooling Properties ſhould in | 
any Degree promote Conception. Gaien 
> (a calls it cold in the third Degree, and 
_ . Sennertus(b) gives it a place among poilon- 
ous Plants, and beſtows a whole Chapter 
about the Method of Cure, in which he 
differs little from that laid down by Dig 
corides. — It is true, Philoſophy leaves us 
Here, and all our Reaſonings however fine, 
and artfully ſpun out, are at beſt but lame 
and imperfect Guides; and ſtand as evi- 
dent Proofs of the ſhallowneſs'of Human 
Underſtanding, We know little of thoſe 
dark and myſterious Cauſes which eon- 
cur towards the Formation of the Embryo. 
Theſe are Secrets only known to him, 
— whom nothing is hid. Leminus ob- 
 ferving the inſuperable Difficulties that 
attend Conj of this Kind, endea- 
vours to ſolve them by Reaſons drawn 


(a) De Simpl. Mid. Facult. Lib. vii. 
0 Lib. ä pag. 1095. Ed. Paris. 


: from 
* | | , 255 
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from the Difference of Climates. (a) He 


ſuppoſes that Rachel, reſiding in a Country 
where the Influenceof the Sun is extreamly 
great, might poſſibly labour under a calida 
Uteri Intemperies, and in order to correct 
that Indiſpoſition very reaſonably had re- 
courſe to the Mandrake. — This would 
have been no good Solution of the point 


in Queſtion, if we had any reaſon to ſuſ- 


pect that Rachel was otherwiſe than is 
common to the Sex. But it is evident 
that Rachel labour'd under no Diſtempe- 
rature of the Uterus, much leſs that of 
Sterrility ; becauſe the Scriptures mention 
| ſoon after the birth of Foſeph. Beſides 


we have the fame Authority to produce, 


that Leab's Mandrakes were of no Service 
to Rachel in promoting Conception, as 
ſhe did not conceive thereupon ; for Leah 
bare Iſfachar, Zabulon and Dina before 
the birth of Fofeph, which makes an In- 
terval of about three Years at leaſt. - 


(a) In frigidis Humidiſque Regionibus, atq ; in Utero 
humecto & Algido, tali quiddam perficere nequcat, ſed 
in torrido zſtuantique & exuſto. Sic in Africa Hiſpania, 


Judza &c. in quibus fere Regionibus mulieris aduſtos 


arenteſque habent Uterds ac fervidos, tum ſqualidos ac 
Strigoſos, non incommode hoc pomum adhibere poſſe 
crediderim, Herb. Bibl. Explicat, Cap. 2. 


In 


1 


9 
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Tevinus wits having laid conſide- 


"able Streſs upon the hot and cold In- 
temperatures of the Ancients, is at great 
- Pains to ſhew the Probability of his Sup- 


poſition, that Rachel really labour'd under 


a Calida Uteri Intemperies : But as there is 
no foundation upon which he could poſ—- 
ſibly build ſo remote a Conjecture, we 


may very reaſonably look upon it as mere 


Chimæra, and the idle Invention of his 


own Brin. — If Men were allow'd the 


Liberty of inventing ge; to ſolve 


Difficulties, there is not 
however lum and obſcure, that would 


ng in Nature, 


not be explain'd and illuſtrated 1 upon the 


" Hypotheſis of ſome luxuriant Fancy or 
other. — This plainly appears to be the 


Caſe of our Author, who finding the dif- 


"ferent opinions of learn'd Men in this 
Point very uncertain and perplex'd, re- 
folv'd with himſelf to reject them all at 

once, in order to make way for this ima- 
ginary Intemperature of his own. 


It muſt be allow'd that the ; 2 II | 


have talk'd very largely of their hot and 


cold Intemperatures, and have erected one 
in almoſt every part of the Body; in the 


Liver, Spleen, Kidneys, Womb, Brain, 
Kc. For my own part, I know of no 
other Intemperature, than that arifing 
from a quicker or flower circulation of 


G the 


[ go ] 8 


the Blood, which by encreaſing or dimi- 
niſhing the Animal Secretions, may very 
probably produce ſuch Indiſpoſitions as 
they without any manifeſt reaſon expreſs d 
by their Intemperatures. — But even in 
this Senſe the Arguments of Lemnius will 
be of ſmall Force to ſupport his Hypotbeſis, 


as he ſtrongly aſſerts the Narcotick Virtues - 


of the Mandrake, and tells us, in what 
manner he himſelf was affected with the 
Effuvia of one lying in his Study, which 
render'd him ſo drowſy that he cou'd not 
recover himſelf out of it, till it was re- 
mov d into another Place (a.) 

Now it is evident, that Lemnius muſt 


ſignify by his Intemperature ſome parti- 


cular State of the Solids and Fluids, or it 


is a Word that carries along with it no Idea 


of the Thing meant. And if we allow 


that he underſtood by this Expreſſion, all 


that the Ancients have repreſented under 
it, the Whole amounts only to this, that 


(a) Cum autem Zſtivis Menſibus (nam eo tempore 


Poma Mandragorz ſe proferunt) Semel atque iterum in 


Muſco noſt o amabilem ac Specioſum ejus Stirpis fructum 
negligenter col locaſſem, ita Somnolentus ſum affectus, 
ut ægre ſopor excuti poſſet. Cum autem obnixe oblectarer 
Somnolentiæ, illamque excuſſiſſe conarer ægre id obtinui, 
nec ratiovem tanti Veterni inire potui; tandem cum 


— 


ä —— demoviſſem Oculos, obtulit ſe a tergo 


omum Mandragorz, quo amoto, atque in ulium locum 
tranſlato, factus ſum alacrior, atque torporem depuli, 
oninemque Oſcitantiam diſcuſſi. Herbar. Bibl : Ex- 


licat, cap. 2. 
„ Rachel 


Rachel was of a hot Conſtitution, or to 
ſpeak more Philoſophically, that the Con- 
trations of her Solids were elevated above 
the Ballance of Nature. ——This is all that 
can reaſonably be inferr d, or juſtly con- 
cluded from the Calida Intemperies of Lem- 
nius, taken in its full force, and utmoſt 
extent, which, when truly conſider'd, is 
enough to overthrow his whole Hypotheſts. 
(even tho we allow that it was with Ra- 
chel as he has imagin'd) while he aſſerts 
the Narcotick Qualities of the Mandrake, 
-— You ſee, by the Hiſtory juſt now 
mention'd, how much this Plant poſſeſſeth 
all the Virtues of Opium, and conſequently 
moſt neceſſarily produce all its effects. 
What theſe would be in ſuch a Conſtitu- 


tion as is here ſuppos d, is eaſily to be a 


prehended by thoſe, who have been taught 
to reaſon juſtly on the Animal Oeconomy, 
or are acquainted with what one of the 
Ornaments of his Profeſſion has writ, upon 
the Nature and Modus Operandi of Medi- 
cinal Simples of this kind. It is true, ſome 
Apology may he made for Lemniut, as he 
livd in an Age, wherein Philoſophy, and 
reaſoning upon juſt and indiſputable Prin- 
ciples, were hardly known. Sympatbies, 
Anti pathies, Occult Qualites, Subtile Mat- 
ter, and ſuch like unintelligible Jargon, 
were the Foundations. upon which the 
n | Writers 
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Writers of theſe times built and explain d 
all the Phenomena of Nature. But it 
is the peculiar Happineſs of the preſent 
Age, to ſee it ſe f reſcu'd from the Bon- 
dage of ſuch Enthuſiaſtick Principles, and 
to have Philoſophy grounded and illuſ- 
trated. upon that which can only ſupport 
it, viz. Experiments carefully made, and 
faithfully related. --- Had our Author been 
acquainted with the Nature of Sofor:ferous 
Medicines, and their ways of acting, he 
would have ſoon diſcover d the Improba- 
bility of his Hypotheſis, and no doubt em- 
ploy'd his thoughts in purſuit of oe more 
agreeable to truth, or at leaſt, one that 
cou'd have been ſupported by better and 
more forcible arguments. 

As to that account he gives of the 
Manner, in which he was affected, with 
the Effluvia | of a Mandrake- Apple, I muſt 
declare, that I have not faith enough to 
believe, that his Sleepineſs was occafion'd 
by means of Efluvia ariſing from it. 
There is no- Man that does not find him- 
{elf at times, without any evident cauſe, 
inclinable to fall into ſuch agreeable Slum- 
bers; and it is not at all unlikely to ima- 
gine, that this was the Caſe of Lemnius, 
Who, recollecting what the Ancients have 
writ on the Narcotick Virtues of the Man- 
drake, a concluded that .this 


Letbargic 
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Lethargic Fit (as he calls it) was intirely 
owing to Efluvia ariſing from this pre- 
tended Soporiferous Apple. It muſt in- 
deed be granted, that Lemnius has the 
Authority of the Ancients in this Point, 


co produce in his Defence, but the greateſt 


Authority muſt yeild, when Experiments 
often repeated, and carefully made, ſhew 
that it has no evident grounds to ſupport 
it. We have already taken Notice of ſome 
Experiments made by Lyncæus Profeſſor 
of Botany at Rome, and by Terrentius af- 


ter him, in order to aſcertain the Narcotick 
Qualities of the Mandrake, and after all 


their attempts, were never able to diſcover 


any of thoſe Effects, which Plants of 


the ſoporiferous kind conſtantly produce, 
And I think the Authority of theſe dili- 


gent and inquſitive Botaniſts, can't well 


be call'd in queſtion, as their Experiments 
were made in publick, in the Preſence. of 
a numerous Audience, with all the Care 


and Caution imaginable. But in order to 


ſatifsy my ſelf more fully about the Nar- 
cotic Virtues of the Mandrake, I made 
ſeveral Trials with the Noot, Infuſion and 


Tincture of that, which is commonly dif- 


tinguiſh'd into Male and Female, and tho 


it was exhibited to different Animals in 


all theſe different forms, in pretty large 
Quantities, nothing enſued that could poſ- 


fibly 


4 


od 
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fibly incline us to think that the Mandrake 
really poſſeſſeth any of thoſe Properties 

reſident in Plants of the Narcotic kind, It. 
would take up too much Room to inſert 
in this place * Remarks and Obſervations 
that occur'd to me during theſe ſeveral 
Trials, otherwiſe IJ had fubmitted them to 
the Judgment of the Publick at this very 
time; however you fhall ſoon ſee them in 
the ſame orderin which they were made. 

The Caſe of Deuſingius is almoſt Pa- 
rallel to that of Lemnius. He exploded 
all the different Notions that had been ſet 
on foot to ſolve the Difficulties that attend 
an Explication of that Text in Scripture 
which relates the Hiſtory of Rubens Man- 
drakes, and then gives hisown Opinion in 
the following ludicrous Manner. Sane, 
* fi nugari in re Seria eſſet Animus, di- 
« cerem potius (Siquidem Poma Mandra-. 
* goræ voce Doudaim intelligenda forent) 

achelem præ tædio, quod ex amplexu 
r Neri non conciperet Prolem, maluiſſe 
5 quoque omne Deſiderium concubitus 
« fibi perire, atque hunc in finem Poma 
ce jlla Deſideraſſe, ad extinguendos Vene- 
* ris igniculos,” F akicnlus Dilkertationurs 
Select. page 578. 

This is a Notion ſo very · ridiculous und 
inconſiſtent, that it would be only diſtroy- 
ing of time to beſtow one Moment in 
Confutation 
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Confutation of it, and deſerves our Regard 


upon no other account than the Oddity 
of it, for which reaſon we have given it a 
Place here. 


-In ſhort, Commentators laying condi. 8 


 derable Streſs upon that Ea gerneſs where- 
with Rachel delrd 4 Children, a and finding 
all. Antiquity concur in aſcribing to the 
Mandrake ſuch Virtues as are capable of 
promoting Conception, have almoſt una- 
aun run into an Opinion, that Rachel 
could defire this Plant upon no other 
Account. --- It cannot be deny'd, but Ra- 
chePs Paſſion for Children had carry'd be- 
 yond all the Bounds of Modeſty and De- 
corum. Give me Children or elſe I die, 
is a full and convincing Proof of that Sor- 
row and Diſpair into which her ſterrility 
had thrown her; and Jacob whom ſhe 
had thus unreaſonably reproach'd on that 
account, was at laſt bn d to give way to 
his Paſſion, and chaſtiſe her I Impatience. 
in the following pathetick Manner: Am 
T in Gods Place? who bath withheld from 
thee the Fruit of the Womb ? Tho a Con- 
duct like this of Rachels would appear very 
. Prepoſterous among the Women of any 
other Nation, yet it will admit of ſome 
degree of Alleviation among the Jews, 
who look'd upon the Want of Iſſue as the 
heavieſt of all Curſes, And Rachel * 5 
t 
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the Birth of Foſeph was ſo ſenſible of the 
great Favours the had receiv'd from the 
Bounty of Heaven, that ſhe where foo 
expreſs'd her Acknowledgements 'in a 
Mixture of Gratitude and Tranſport, be- 
.cauſe God had taken away ber Reproach. 
- "Theſe arguments being fully weigh'd 
and conſider d evidently ſhew, that Com- 
mentators have egregiouſly err'd, in ex- 
plaining this Text of Scripture in the Senſe. 
I have mention'd. ---- It is true, the Sep- 
tuagint have render'd the Word Dudaim 
us d in the Original by the Greek: Word 
Maud payopac, but what Affinity the one has 
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to the other is not as yet agreed upon 


among thoſe who are acquainted with the 
Oriental Languages. --— All I can fay is 


this, that upon examining ſeveral Verfions 


of the Pen tateuch, I find. the Word Du- 
daim expreſs'd by one, which in theſe dif- 
ferent Langnages ſignifies ſome delicious 
and fragrant Fruit; which is a Circum- 
ſtance tha 

Mandrake of the Ancients, for Digſcorides 
and Pliny both affirm that it has a diſ- 


agreeable Flavour. -— This Conjecture is 


ſtill further confirm'd from the Song of 


Solomon (a) wherein it is expreſly ſaid, 


the Mandrakes. give a ſmell, &c. Theſe 


t does not at all belong to the 


ate the only Places in ne where the 


0 Chap. vii. Ver. 13. 


Word : 
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we may beallow d to alter the Tranſlation 
in one Place upon the Evidence and Au- 
thokity of the other, the Senſe will be ob- 
— vious, — and plain. St. Agen 
Was intirely of this Opinjon, and ſtfenui- 
ouſy aſſürts that Rauch] did not purchaſe 

's Mandrakes'in order to promote her 


and Smell. „ 


Wide Wäanifeſt add 


It is tus; the diſtanoe ef Time, together 
With che Loſs of aneient Monuments of ; 
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be;deperndedupbh. © orie Ah Theo- 
1 are the un ancient Botunic 
Writers they have, 48d Dioftorides,” who 
_ "flourtfd ang Yeats After, has in the 5 
| Main allow d their Steps, tho he has in 


many xhihgs impieyd upon chef. 
The Men hade leſt us nothit on the 

Subject, but what we have in Phony Who 
ſeems to have r en the. 4 8 


all that he has faid. U It is Mug to theſe = 
Misfortunes that learned Men. * all 


(5) Auguſt. lib. xxi1. contra Fault. cap 7 -ocÞ 
| 3 N 1 | | theic 


„ occurs in the Original, at 


e but Fs rai $ their Frie- / 


ele, Sir; 115 4 Reafrid tar Re 
. fer opinion from al other 3 90 
Writer em this Süthect, and 1 2 not 
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their Eng vicies, have not been able to de- N 
pins ay what kind of Plant the Mandrake 
of the Ancients really was, nor 'diſcovex 
any Modern one 3 to it. Many 
eminent Men and learn d Critics, have © 
fer d their Conjectures, but none have pre- 
tended to advance any thing with abſolute 
Certainty. The famous Ludolfus (a) 
has produc'd ſeveral plauſible arguments 
to ſhew, that it is the Mae or .Mauz of 
Syria. The Rabbins will have it to be the 
Ille or Lilly: Others the Pala of 
1 upon account of its deliciqus Fruit. 
| Deufingius (b), is at great Pains to 
prove it to be a delicious kind of Melon, 
frequent in Syria and /Egypt. How far 
theſe different . opinions will ſatisfy the 
Curious I know. not, yet I think many 
Arguments might be advanc'd. to 2 | 
their Uncertainty: However I ho 
I have in ſome Meaſure anſwer' | 
xequeſt, and if you think that 1 your 
treated the Subſect with any tolerable 
degree of accuracy, I give ypu full 
liberty to diſpoſe of it as you think 
proper, being indifferent about the Cen- 
ture of the World, whilſt I meet with 
the Approbation of 4 Perſon of your emi- 
TRE Merit among the Learned. Lam Sc 


(a) Comment. in Hift. - Fthiop: 141. 
(6) _—_— D de Dudaim. * 
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